Ischaemia of the hand after harvest of a radial forearm flap.
The development of ischaemia in the hand after harvest of a radial forearm flap is extremely rare. Previous cases have been caused by anatomical anomalies or conditions that may have been detectable by ultrasonography. We report the development of ischaemia after harvest of a radial forearm flap despite a normal preoperative Allen's test and a normal Doppler ultrasound scan, in a non-smoker with no evidence of peripheral vascular disease. Angiographic appearances suggested that the ischaemia may have been secondary to an incomplete superficial palmar arch. This case highlights the potential for development of ischaemia despite normal preoperative investigations, with obvious ramifications for obtaining consent.